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Safety, safer, safest, home—Kim Willis

The recent death of a California Search
and Rescue person should hit home
even from 3,000 miles away.

Coming from a Law Enforcement per-
spective, it is extremely important for
volunteer SAR people to remember they
are not trained in emergency response,
except for a select group of working or
retired LE/fire, rescue drivers, etc. That
is a very small percentage of our volun
teers. And, those that are trained still
need to respond normally unless legally
deemed permitted.

It is only a specialy trained emergency/
public safety person who has the ability
to respond in an emergency mode. They
go through yearly training and evalua
tions to keep them sharp. Even dtill,
those same people are at a higher risk of
accident. The laws on emergency e
sponse are very clear and strict in the
state of VA.

All SAR members should respond to
ALL calouts without breaking traffic
laws. The liability to our organization is
to great should we cause an accident due
to our excessive response, and the threat
of injury and or death is way to costly.
Even if you mind al the laws stuff till
happens. Practice very strong defensive
driving tactics. This of course is really
al the time when on the road, but when
you are responding to a search you have
to remind yourself to control your emo-

tions. As a police officer of 15 years, it
really takes training and practice to learn
the art of controlling your adrenalin
rush. Most of the old timers in SAR
have taught themselves how to deal with
it, but they have also read of al the inju-
ries and deaths of past SAR volunteers.
At times you will be going in fast no-
tion and not realize it. Use that cruise
control and monitor your excitement.
We al do this because we like to do it.
For us it is a double edge sword, no one
really wants someone to get lost, but
when there is one, we are excited to go
help. Learn to breath slower, slow your
heart rate down, and think slower.

So we do everything right and we get
there safe. It does not end now. All of
us look out for each other, but we are
ultimately responsible for ourselves.
When on any task, always be aware of
your surroundings. Each environment
means different dangers. In the wilder-
ness you have wild animals, unseen dan-
gers under the grounds surface, cold,
heat, etc. Safety is safety. You must
watch for al issues that may harm you
or your task members. In the city is the
little old lady who can barely see over
the wheel, who has had one to many
highballs. Or the teenager going way to
fast in a car they have no business driv-
ing, while turning up that hard rock
(continued on page 2)
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TRAINING CALENDAR

AUGUST

12 1830 TSAR BOD mtg. @ TBA

19 1900-2100 TSAR Gen. Membership mtg. @ TEMS
21 0900 TSAR Training @ TBA

16 1900-2100
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SEPTEMBER
9 1830-2000 TSARBOD mtg. @ TBA
10,11 Amherst County SAR Sim
15-19 NY SAR Conference @ Catskills, NY

TSAR Gen. Mem. Mtg. @ TEMS

Folks, you really do need to call Kevin. If you intend to go to training, then please, please call. We decide IF
we will have training based on the phone calls. If we decide to cancel the training then we can call those
who called and make sure they know it is cancelled. If you don’t call but decide to go, you can find yourself
the only person in the parking lot. You need to call Kevin Brewer forty-eight hours before training so we can

decide whether to hold it or not. (757) 838-8907.

If your availability is “Full” then we would like you to have a pager. Please call Kevin about getting one.

Safety, safer, safest, home (con’t)

song. It could be a dark street and the SAR worker has
no safety gear on and just can’t be seen. Dog handlers
fall prey to this problem because they are watching their
dogs work. Even handlers have to watch for traffic.
Their flanker will protect, guide, and assist them to the
best of their ability, but more then one thing can happen
at atime. Flankers need to be bold, quick thinking, and
very safety wise. All members on task and in training, at
night, including the dogs, need to have reflective safety
markings. | have a new pack coming in and after | have
decided to keep it, the first things that go on
will be reflective strips on the sides and back. | also wear
awww.sarcamp.com glo-toab on the front of me, and on
the back. My SAR dog has two lighted collars on, one on
solid,
one on blinking, a glow stick on the top of the vest and
areflective cross on each side of the vest.
At night your dangers go up. It could be something as
small as a BIG pothole that can take you out of the
search. Better that then a twoton vehicle. BUT, we do
not want any injuries if possible. Things such as rain,
snow on the ground, ice or sleet, even the time of day or
night you are driving, etc., al cause a greater increase
of risk. Minimize your risk when you can.

Have all necessary gear for the environment you

are going to deal with.

Make sure your vehicle is properly maintained

and gassed up.

Drive carefully to and from the scene. If you

are too tired to drive, do not respond. If you are

too tired to drive home, take a nap first. Never

drive if you have had ANY acohal.
Have all your gear marked with reflective strips,
shapes and or lettering. Have glow sticks or
lights of some type on you. All this appliesto a
SAR dog as well.
Watch for people driving who cannot see you.
NEVER assume they will see you and stop. For
heavy city searches, there are lighted gloves that
can be worn to assist with stopping traffic. BE
WELL SEEN. This is really important for
flankers, as they will be stopping traffic at some
point for a K-9 team.
If you're overheated or too cold, say so. If
you're injured and need assistance, say so.
Always sign in and out of a search.
Never leave base without letting someone
know.
Know your weaknesses and strengths, and be
honest.
All these things will increase your chances of success
fully going on a mission and getting home safe. | have
listed some very good sites for safety items, and one site
for forest safety.
www.saf etystore.com
www.reflectivefrabic.com
www.glo-flex.com
WWW.Sarcamp.com
http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/protect/safety/



LEADERS VIEW—Kevin Brewer

You al should have received aroster via email prior
to receiving this newletter. Please review it care-
fully, if you want to change your availability or if a
phone number has changed, WE NEED TO KNOW.
The searches that we seem to be getting fall outside
of when many have listed as to when they could re-
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spond. So if you are currently saying to yourself that
you were never contacted regarding the search men-
tioned in the other article and could have responded
there' s areason. Either your last stated availability or
your primary contact numbers are wrong. Please et
Kevin know if any need to change.

Powhatan Search Mission # VA -1043 —

There is nothing like a callout to make you forget or
ignore everything you were taught. The pager goes
off, the adrenaline takes over, and common sense
goes away. Thiswas my first search that | was able
to respond to in awhile. To make matters worse, this
was my first asan IS.

My day started out at 0500 as any other day of the
week. The day was proceeding along when my pager
started buzzing with a flurry of messages for a
search in Botetourt County. After looking at a drive
of five plus hours, an interesting mix of pages, and
the application of some common sense, | responded
with my nortavailability.

As my day was coming to a close around 2200, my
pager buzzed again. Expecting an update to the Bo-
tetourt search, | was surprised to see a new search
spooling up. It's a search for an 86 y/o male missing
since Wednesday afternoon in Powhatan County. |
quickly remembered the number of non
availabilities for the Botetourt search and scrambled
to respond. After 18 hours on the go, there was very
little, if any, common sense to be applied. Powhatan
County? Oh, that’s just on the west side of Rich-
mond. That’s only atwo — two and half hours drive,
piece of cake. | loaded up my truck, and headed west
at an illegal rate of speed. Of which is anything ex-
ceeding the posted speed limit. Did | ever check map
quest or a highway map? Of course not! Three hours
later, following the directions on my pager, | found
myself out in the middle of nowhere. A two lane
road, no lights, no houses.... Oh, | forgot to men
tion the weather conditions, it was foggy and light
drizzle. | called ASRC Dispatch for more specific
directions. | learned that | only overshot mission

Bill Swartz

base by five plus miles. | was relieved to seethe IC
and another 1S on scene with reflex tasks in process.
We had a limited number of searchers, the majority
being deputies. But this was a good thing. The
Powhatan Sheriff Deputies are trained FTMs. We had
law enforcement and trained searchers all in one. With
the reports coming back from the reflex tasks of the
density of the woods, the decision was made to wait
until daylight before we send anyone out on task. This
would give the searchers a couple of hoursto rest and
the staff to plan and write up tasks. Once we got all the
teams out on task, | jumped at the opportunity to go
out on task to confirm containment boundaries and the
map. After | returned and debriefed, we (IC and 2 1S)
pooled what little sense we had left to redlize that all
three of us were pushing 30 hours non-stop. As we
were developing our sleep schedule the find was
made, status 2. Here's another adrenalin rush, and
there goes the sleep schedule. It was arelatively easy
evacuation from the subject’s shed where he was
found to the ambulance. The subject’s property was
searched the day and night before. Mmm... Sounds
like atypical search. What can be learned from my all
too common mistakes?

- Map your route of travel and confirm with dispatch
- Learn to control your adrenaline = training

- Learn to control your sleep deprivation = more train-
ing

- Just because you searched an area once, doesn’'t
mean you don’'t need to search it again

Training = safety, that of yours and your fellow
searchers!
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Organization

Tidewater Search & Rescue
www. TSAR.org
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MISSION STATEMENT

Tidewater Search and Rescue Group. Inc. provides
trained personnel who effectively manage, support and

sustain search and rescue operations when requested.

TSAR Newsletter
3207 Matoaka Rd.
Hampton, Virginia 23661

Phone: 757-722-0233
Email: anniemu@netzero.net

This is accomplished through specialized training,
constancy of purpose and continuous improvement.

VISION STATEMENT

For the search subject, the Tidewater Search and Res-

UNITED WAY TSAR

To contribute through payroll deduction:

cue Group, Inc, will be recognized as the leader in
training and management, providing the most profes-

sional and effective response to Ground Search and

TSAR Peninsula #9057
TSAR South Hampton Roads #1248

Rescue Incidents.

Quick Tip Corner—Dean Matty

1. DUCT TAPE — To store duct tape compactly in
your pack, use a small pencil to wrap tape around.
Make sure you wrap it loosely around the pencil un-
til you get what you think is enough tape. Do not
apply pressure or stretch it in anyway when wrap-
ping it. It stores for a good while but if your pack is
continuously exposed to high temperatures
(environment, trunk of your vehicle or your own
body heat) it may become difficult to peel it off
when needed. If wrapped tightly it is aso tough to
unwrap when temperatures are cold.

2. BUG REPELLANT - Avon's Skin So Softisa
great bug repellent. 1t keeps mosquitoes, fleas, ticks
chiggers and biting flies a bay and it makes your
skin smooth and kissable. Y ou can also apply “SSS”
to the brim or bill of your hat to keep bugs away
from your face.

3. RAIN/COLD GEAR — This may not be gresat in
the woods unless you protect it from the briars, but
in cold or rainy weather a wet suit is great protec-
tion. You can find used ones for very little money at
yard sales or pawn shops and they can be modified
(cut) to suit the wearer. It will keep heat in and cold
and water out. It also serves to keep all manners of
critters off of you when in the swamps or standing
water (leeches ect.).

4. BUG REPELLANT PART TWO - Thisisan
other medical one where you must be careful in case

you have some type of reaction - If you have advanced
notice (2 to 3 days) that you will be out in the woods
another bug repellent is taking a common book of
matches and sucking on the match heads. (It may taste
terrible to you at first but it does grow on you.) The
chemicals in the match heads build up in your system
and make you smell to a bug and then they won’'t want
to eat you. On the more normal side, taking garlic
pills will also work on shorter notice.

5. NIGHT VISION - At night, if you close one eye
when looking at white lights or when looking at maps,
etc. will help you from losing your night vision. Us
ing blue or red lights at night also help retain your
night vision. There are some flashlights that have
variable switches that have red LEDs for up close
reading and white lights for searching.

SUBMISSION: Please submit your tips to
won2search@aol.com by the 25" of each month so |
can get them into the newdletter. Or, send them any-
time as | need to start building up a list to pick from
and that way you won't forget to send them later.

DISCLAIMER: All of thetips| get | will put them in
the newdetter because, they have al worked for at
least on person. Use them at your own risk, effective-
ness and preference.
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July was a busy month!!! - Kevin Brewer

This certainly begs to be mentioned. We certainly
have dry spells but this certainly hasn’t been one of
those times. During the month of July we' ve been
called out to 5 searches. Three of which occurred
within a 72 hour period and spanned about 200 miles
between the two farthest.

Our full time dispatcher, Theresa certainly had atrial
by fire situation. It turned out to not be a small fire
either. With the other back up dispatchers (myself
included) not able to assist or even Mentor her if she
had a problem. She dealt with what seemed to be

never ending pager activity. Kudos to her.

It's certainly not that often that this type of situation
occurs. Thisisthe busies July we've had since 1999, |
don’'t have any data prior to July 99 in which to rate.
There was however a much busier in recent memory. |
remember being told when | returned from atrip back
in 97 that there were 5 or 6 searchesin a 10 day period
inJuly or August. So they do happen, just not al that
often.

We did have some respond to at least two of the
searches but most got turned around enroute.

Mission Reports

For those of you wondering what the searches were
in July go to the ASRC’s website. www.ASRC.net If
you are not registered yet please do so. If you are a
first time user you will have to wait for about 12 to
24 hours for access to be granted to the secured area.
The webmaster needs to check out who you are. This

feature is ONLY available to ASRC, hence TSAR
members. If you are already registered go to the mis-
sions tab and you will have access to the mission re-
ports submitted by the different Incident Commanders.

Bragging Rights—K evin Brewer

Knowing several members of the New Y ork Search
and Rescue Federation | get a story or a photo from
time to time. Here is a photo of there new Search

and Rescue mobile command and operations center
which they are very proud of. It's brand new. It ap-
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pears that they had several sponsors get together to
complete the donation as indicated on the front of the
trailer. The item sticking out of the side storage com+
partment is a telescopic mast for floodlights which
they use as an antenna mast.






